322                 FROM PLATO TO  EUCLID
According to Apollodorus, EUDOXUS flourished in 01. 103 = 368-365 B. C., from which we infer that he was born about 408 B.C., and (since he lived 53 years) died about 355 B.C. In his 23rd year he went to Athens with the physician Theomedon, and there for two months he attended lectures on philosophy and oratory, and in particular the lectures of Plato; so poor was he that he took up his abode at the Piraeus and trudged to Athens and back on foot each day. It would appear that his journey to Italy and Sicily to study geometry with Archytas, and medicine with Philistion, must have been earlier than the first visit to Athens, for from Athens he returned to Cnidos, after which he went to Egypt with a letter of introduction to King Nectanebus, given him by Agesilaus; the date of this journey was probably 381-380 B.C. or a little later, and he stayed in Egypt sixteen months. After that he went to Cyzicus, where he collected round him a large school which he took with him to Athens in 368 B.C. or a little later. There is apparently no foundation for the story mentioned by Diogenes Laertius that he took up a hostile attitude to Plato,1 nor on the other side for the statements that he went with Plato to Egypt and spent thirteen years in the company of the Egyptian priests, or that he visited Plato when Plato was with the younger. Dionysius on his third visit to Sicily in 361 B. c. Returning later to his native place, Eudoxus was by a popular vote entrusted with legislative office.
When in Egypt Eudoxus assimilated the astronomical knowledge of the priests of Heliopolis and himself made observations. The observatory between Heliopolis and Cerce-sura used by him was still pointed out in Augustus's time; he also had one built at Cnidos, and from there he observed the star Canopus which was not then visible in higher latitudes. It was doubtless to record the observations thus made that he wrote the two books attributed to him by Hipparchus, the Mirror and the Phaenomena2; it seems, however, unlikely that there could have been two independent works dealing with the same subject, and the latter, from which
1  Diog. L. viii. 87.
2  Hipparchus, in Arati et Eudoxi phaenomena commentarii, i. 2. 2, p. 8. 15-20 Manitius.